Study Time 14 
Ephesians 2:1-7

Words you gotta know:

· grace: in Greek CHARIS; on the part of the bestower, a beneficient disposition towards someone.  An act which one grants to another.

· Saved: in Greek SOZO; of the spiritual and eternal salvation granted immediately by God to those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.
· Faith: in Greek PISTIS; to Christ with a strong and welcome conviction or belief that Jesus is the Messiah, through whom we obtain eternal salvation by grace as a gift of God.
· Gift: in Greek DORON; a sacrifice; of salvation by grace as a gift of God.
· Works: in Greek ERGON; an act or effort
· Boast: in Greek; KAUCHAOMAI; vainglorying
♥ After you have read this passage, do you notice 2 distinct parts of these 7 verses?  Where do they separate and why?

♥ ♥ ♥ Look at verses 1-3.  Paul is describing what we are before knowing Christ.  List as many words Paul uses to describe out nature before Christ.

♥ ♥ ♥ Now look at verses 4-7.  Paul begins describing how God rescued us through His Son, Jesus Christ.  List as many words Paul uses to describe Him using Christ to rescue us.

Nuggets of Truth


This passage is so rich with salvation language!!  The major difference between v. 1-3 and v. 4-7 are the words “dead” and “alive to Christ.”  We were going in our own way of sinfulness, then look at the first word in v.4, “But.”  “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us…. Made us alive together with Christ.”  Read v. 4-5 a couple times and let that truth sink deep in your heart!!  How many of us know the ‘Christian lingo’ but really don’t know or at least don’t act like we know?  


We were dead spiritually, deserving of the wrath of God because we had no relationship with Him.  God threw His love around our helplessness and raised us to life through Christ!!

By Gods’ grace towards His children are we able to be rescued.  This grace is not on the part of the receiver but on the part of the giver.  Grace is the opposite of debt, works, and the law.  These are all human factors; not divine.  Thus, Paul adds, “and this is not your own doing.”  Who’s doing is it then?  How?  It is God’s!  He made a sacrifice in order to give it to us as a gift.  Who or what is the sacrifice?  Jesus Christ, God’s very own Son.

Application


One of my professors at Moody said this, “Go to a cemetery and look at the gravesites.  Imagine this is your spiritual body in the grave, completely dead.  Then imagine God lifting you out of the grave, out of your deadness and making your entire spiritual body alive!”


We were helpless and dead when God already loved us so much that He made us ALIVE and partakers of His glorious inheritance!  He could have just made us alive but He also gave us a glorious inheritance.  This is the God we serve or at least deserves to be served!!
Any thoughts????
